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Pastor’s Message
Dear Parishioners,
A Church Community is different from other kinds of communities. We are motivated by the love of God to be
brother and sister to one another. We are motivated by the Gospels to care for each other and the stranger. We
are motivated by the sacrifice of Jesus to sacrifice ourselves; to keep our Church healthy; to volunteer our time
and to financially support our community.
Reflecting back on this year, it has been one of many challenges. We lost key personnel who were not easily
replaced; the vestibule improvement project of our Capital Campaign experienced lengthy delays; and we
continue to accomplish more with fewer resources. Thankfully we have met the challenges, primarily through the
volunteer work of parishioners like you and our dedicated staff.
Nowhere was the devotion of volunteers more evident than in the Faith Formation Office. Losing both our
Elementary and Youth Ministry/Confirmation Coordinators was difficult, but extraordinary volunteers rose to the
occasion. This was an enormous undertaking for a volunteer staff and we all owe this group of people our most
sincere thanks and gratitude. Fortunately we have now been able to fill those vacancies.
We also took the opportunity to think about how we want to design this important part of our Church
Community. In the survey of a few years ago, repeatedly, you stated that you wanted to see more faith
formation programs for adults. We heard you, and using this time of transition, we also began a search for a full
time Faith Formation Director who will oversee all faith formation from our elementary school, middle school,
high school, adult RCIA, young adult and adult programs and who will help us develop innovative faith formation
programs for all of us who attend St. Louise de Marillac Church. We have found this person and she will begin her
ministry at St. Louise January 2017.
Questions related to fire suppression requirements caused us to delay plans for the vestibule expansion and
bathroom remodel of the Church. We spent significant time exploring all options, as a complete retrofit of the
entire Church to include fire suppression is simply not feasible at this time. Fortunately, we have been able to
reach an acceptable solution and will get back on track with this project. As we move into future renovation
phases, however, we will need to install a suppression system.
Each and every one of you knows that costs keep going up and income rarely keeps pace. So we rely on our staff
to take on more and more tasks around the Parish; and they do! I am grateful for the staff at St. Louise de
Marillac and the hard work they accomplish. There is much to be done though; so I encourage you to prayerfully
consider your contribution of time, talent and treasure – especially as you review the challenges and successes of
the past year for our St. Louise Community!
God bless you for your generosity and support throughout the year. May the recent canonization of Mother
Teresa and the Jubilee Year of Mercy continue to inspire each of us to be the person that God wants us to be!
Father Robert Fulton
Pastor
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OUR PARISH MISSION
St. Louise de Marillac is a Roman Catholic
Community called together as a family
to worship, to minister, and to evangelize.
As true disciples of Jesus Christ, we
are called to renew His love and
spirit by sharing our time, talent and treasure.

Pastoral Council
The purpose of a Parish Pastoral Council is to foster full
participation of the entire parish in the pastoral life and
mission of the Parish and the Universal Church. The
function of the council is to advise the Pastor in the
essential areas of parish life.
Jim Gilroy, moderator of the St. Louise Pastoral Council,
discussed the process that goes into changes that are made
on the grounds. “We start the year in September, with an
agenda that is made up of topics . . . to discuss,” he said. “Fr. Robert also comes in with issues to look at and the role
of the council is to recommend solutions to accomplish these.”
Currently, there are three sub-committees working towards tasks. The first is the Pastoral Plan committee that
“addresses [the] spirituality of the [SLDM] community. We hope that this plan can [unite] everyone who attends St.
Louise by establishing a document of what it means to be spiritual to not only one another, but to parishes around
the world,” said Gilroy. This has been a multi-year project, but it is nearing completion, expected by the end of this
calendar year.
Another committee has taken on the task of establishing a Hospitality Ministry for the St. Louise Community. Gilroy
summed up the role of persons involved in the ministry, “If someone came to St. Louise then we would want them
to be welcomed with an enthusiastic greeting, a warm smile, and a hearty handshake.” Enabling new parishioners,
as well as those members who have been here for decades, feel as though this was their community is a necessity
for the health of our parish.

The third committee is developing a Facilities Master Plan. This committee reviews the needs of the structures and
grounds of the Parish. The new playground surface is the type of activity that would come out of this committee.
There are many structures on our grounds that need some ongoing maintenance, due to aging and wear and tear.
Meeting with the various ministries of the parish is also part of the duties of the Pastoral Council. Another major
area for attention is our school.
It should be noted that the Pastoral Council and the Parish Finance Council work in harmony with each other. While
their functions and the responsibilities are separate, good communication is required so both councils can give
informed advice to the Pastor.
Members of the Pastoral Council include: Jim Gilroy (Chairperson), Mary Grace Lima (Vice-Chairperson), Ivan Caso,
Mary Noel Cunningham, Josh Diosomito, Linda Ekeomodi, Ray Elder, Fr. Robert Fulton, Glen Golden, Brian Lee,
Gary Philip, Perry Rivera, Sandy Verdegem, and Greg Zampiello.

Faith Formation
The Faith Formation Office this past year had a rough start with the loss of the Confirmation/Youth Minister. Probably the
most challenging task was the implementation of the 2015/2016 Confirmation program. However, parent and young adult
leaders took on the job, and we ended the year with a vibrant Confirmation program. 238 students were enrolled in the two
year program with 118 receiving the Sacrament in April. This year’s Confirmation celebration was made even more special, as
the new San Gabriel Regional Auxiliary Bishop, David O’Connell presided. This was his first time conferring the Sacrament of
Confirmation since his elevation to Bishop.
Other activities that our St. Louise youth participated in managed by a nearly all volunteer team were: 39 students attended
Youth Day of the Religious Education Congress; Summer Night Movie series ran through the month of July; Theology on Tap
was held from July 12th to August 2nd; The City of Saints, a weekend long gathering of Catholic Youth sponsored by the
Archdiocese was held on the UCLA campus in August; and Mass on the Beach was August 22nd. Other activities included weekly
Thursday night Bible study, Eucharistic Adoration, making Advent Wreaths, and an Easter Egg Hunt sponsored by the Youth on
Easter Sunday. And finally, the 30 Hour Famine raised $5,500 and sent 15,000 pre-packaged meals to Burkina Faso in Africa.
Heartfelt thanks go out to the many volunteers that made this possible. For the coming fiscal year, we have hired a new
Confirmation/Youth Ministry Coordinator, Toney Renteria.
Our elementary school program was equally fruitful. Coordinator Amanda Munoz oversaw our catechesis of 32 pre-school
children, 166 elementary school children, and 29 middle school students. 85 students received First Holy Communion and First
Reconciliation. 7 high school students also received First Holy Communion. 77 students with their families attended a First
Reconciliation and First Holy Communion retreat. Our Summer Bible Camp attracted 139 campers. Amanda Munoz resigned
her position at the end of the year to pursue a degree in teaching. Sheila Uriarte has been hired to coordinate our elementary
school program for the 2016/2017 school year.
Adult Faith Formation was active as well. We have many ministries that are geared towards Bible Study and prayer. Quarterly,
we hosted 24 hour Eucharistic Adoration in our Parish Center. The Respect Life Ministry hosted a conference on the Dignity of
Life.11 speakers attended and gave workshops on various topics. Deacon Omar Uriarte was the keynote speaker on “What
does Respect Life Mean?” This is the first such known conference held in the Archdiocese by a parish. Our Lenten Mission was
given by Fr. Chris Mann on “Joyful Disciples of Jesus, Living as Missionaries of Mercy.”

Parish Finances
The Finance Council is the one
advisory council that is mandated
by Canon Law, and as such, plays a
very important role in reviewing
the financial health of the Parish
and to develop ideas to insure that
it stays healthy financially. This
council works closely with our
finance office so it can best advise
our Pastor, Fr. Robert Fulton.
Deacon Al Valles serves as
chairman of the Finance Council.
“Over the past 25 years that I have
been on the council, our parish has
tripled in size, and so have our
budget needs and challenges. I
believe the council was able to help
Fr. Robert and our parish stay
within our budget and add to our
parish reserves,” Deacon said.
Part of the budgetary process
includes careful planning for the
maintenance of the buildings and
grounds. Deacon Al explained that
planning for the unexpected is
always a challenge, but that the

council advised that a certain
amount every month be set aside
to help cover any unexpected costs
for the parish facilities. “Our parish
structures & grounds continue to
age, and the council is working
hard to assist Fr. Robert plan for
the ongoing replacement needs for
years to come.” Some of these
needs include roofs over 20 years
old and aging air conditioning
systems. Father Robert approved a
one-time $50,000 allocation to
reserves and a monthly allocation
of $1,000 to this fund beginning
this current fiscal year.
The Capital Campaign continues to
be a major topic for the Finance
Council. “As our new parish
improvements
get
underway
before the end of the current year,
our council will be ready to assist
Fr. Robert on the various financial
issues that will certainly arise.
Gratefully, most of our council
members were involved in our

previous development and facility
improvement projects, so we will
have good experience to draw
upon,” Deacon explained.
Besides developing a new budget
for the coming year & advising on
parish improvements, Deacon said
that the council will continue to
review our investment reserves and
work on improving our financial
accountability and transparency. “I
am excited to share with
parishioners that we have very well
qualified members who work to
provide Fr. Robert the best
consultation possible on parish
financial stewardship. God has truly
blessed our parish!”
Members of the Parish Finance
Council include: Deacon Al Valles,
Sandy Verdegem, Bruce Beaumont,
Dave Cunningham, Pete Gautreau,
Chris Hagerty, Lou Caron along
with Ray Elder, Business Manager,
and Emily Guzman, our Parish
Bookkeeper.

STATEMENT OF CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS
(Activity from Primary Church Checking Account)
For the Twelve Months Ended June 30th - Fiscal Years (FY) Reported Below
Cash Basis
RECEIPTS
Sunday Envelopes
Plate
Holy Days
Ministries
Fundraising
Facility Maint & Repair
Special Collections
Sacraments & Donations
Miscellaneous Receipts

FY 2016
$

1,122,629
145,503
138,415
196,014
24,200
32,272
59,253
51,077
(4,730)

$

1,764,633

$

1,768,189

$

601,687
188,250
226,483
214,524
269,070
54,001
59,253
24,005
29,183

$

624,909
184,786
221,237
209,674
265,172
61,904
39,617
136,228
51,840

$

1,666,456

$

1,795,367

$

98,177

$

(Cash Donations at Sunday Collection)
(Holy Days, Easter, Christmas)
(Faith Formation, Poor Box, Parish Groups, Etc.)
(Carnival - Proceeds Less School Allocation)
(Maintenance & Repair Envelope)
(Human Development, Missions, Retirement, Etc.)
(Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals, Bequests)
(Net Rental and Related Income, Etc.)

TOTAL RECEIPTS

FY 2015
$1,101,152
138,503
137,798
195,609
22,500
34,916
39,617
38,835
59,259

DISBURSEMENTS
Salaries
Benefits
Operational Costs
Pastoral
Fixed Costs
Utilities
Special Collections
Capital Costs
Miscellaneous

(Health Insurance, Pension, Employer FICA)
(Supplies, Maintenance, Staff Development, Goodwill, Etc.)
(Education Programs, Donations, Poor Box, Ministries, Etc.)
(Property Tax, Insurance, Diocesan Assessment)
(Water, Natural Gas, Electricity, Telephone)
(Human Development, Missions, Retirement, Etc.)
(Improvements, Equipment Purchases, Etc.)
(Miscellaneous Fees, Etc.)

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS
NET RECEIPTS (DISBURSEMENTS)
BALANCE IN CHECKING ACCOUNT ON JULY 1
Net Receipts (Disbursements)
BALANCE IN CHECKING ACCOUNT ON JUNE 30
CHURCH INVESTMENT ACCOUNT ACTIVITY
BALANCE IN LIVING OUR FAITH CAPITAL CAMPAIGN ACCOUNT ON JULY 1
Contributions
Withdrawals
(Architectural Fees, Consultants, City Plan Review Fees)
Net Investment Return

$324,991
$98,177
$423,168

(27,178)
$352,169
-$27,178
$324,991

$

905,142
242,613
(5,210)
8,630

$

580,914
368,929
(49,069)
4,368

BALANCE IN LIVING OUR FAITH CAPITAL CAMPAIGN ACCOUNT ON JUNE 30

$

1,151,175

$

905,142

BALANCE IN CONTINGENCY RESERVE FUND ON JULY 1
Contributions
Withdrawals
Net Investment Return
BALANCE IN CONTINGENCY RESERVE FUND ON JUNE 30

$

362,391
0
0
973
363,364

$

357,257
0
0
5,134
362,391

Note: Additional campaign expenses were paid from the church operating account

$

$

Ministries and

Volunteers

St. Louise de Marillac has about 38
active ministries. These ministries
encompass Community Life, Liturgical
Life, Social Outreach, Spiritual and
Prayer Life and Faith Formation.
Some new activities and events that
happened during the past year were:
On July 21st 2015, Rev. David G.
O’Connell was elevated to Auxiliary
Bishop and subsequently assigned to
the San Gabriel Region.
Bishop
O’Connell helped open the Year of
Mercy in December with a special
celebration at Immaculate Conception
in Monrovia, one of the Churches
designated in our region as a pilgrim
church. The celebration included a
unique liturgy and dedication of the
“Holy Door.” After the liturgy, the
worshipers spilled out into the streets
to greet neighbors and passersby
welcoming them to the Church. Some
members of the St. Louise community
took part in this celebration.
Sister Nancy celebrated her Profession
of Perpetual Vow on February 13,
2016 in our Church. Thirty Sisters of
Notre Dame de Namur from around
the United States came to witness.

St. Louise hosted a reception following
the ceremony in Msgr. Pierce Hall.
Many parishioners were in attendance
at both the ceremony and the
celebration afterwards.
St. Louise welcomed a new “Heavenly
Brunch” featuring chef Joseph Durkan
who is a graduate of our very own St.
Louise de Marillac School! The
Heavenly Brunch replaced the donut
fellowship that was previously offered
on Sunday mornings after Masses. The
brunch provides a menu of breakfast
items, pastries and other sweets.
The Respect Life Ministry hosted a
weekend conference April 17th, 2016.
This was the first of its kind in the
Archdiocese featuring lectures on
topics concerning the Beginning of
Life, End of Life and other Social
Justice issues. The format was similar
to that of the annual Archdiocesan
Religious Education Congress, with
guest speakers presenting each topic.
Deacon Omar Uriarte was the keynote
speaker, speaking on “What does
Respect Life Mean?”

The Catholic Charities Dinner May 9,
2016 honored 26 members of our
Altar Society at their annual dinner.
In May, The Filipino Ministry
coordinated the first Santacruzan
Celebration at St. Louise which
included a procession of sagalas
(maidens). The procession is a
beautiful ceremony where women
dress to represent religious historical
characters and Marian titles such as
Queen of Angels, Mother of Sorrows,
Queen of the Stars, etc. They process
under decorated arches.
St. Louise was invited to host one of
the four Nights of Prayer on Mercy,
Forgiveness, and Healing presented
by our new Regional Bishop David
O’Connell in June 2016.
These are just a few of the activities
and events that happened during this
past year. None of these could have
happened without the dedication and
hard work of the volunteers of our
Parish Ministries.

Principal’s Message
St. Louise de Marillac School has been offering students a well-rounded education infused with Gospel values and Catholic
tradition for half a century. Our students graduate with a strong academic foundation provided in a faith-filled environment and
continue their faith journey by enrolling in our Confirmation program and becoming involved with youth ministry.
September of 2015 ushered in another successful golf tournament, chaired by Judy Ragano. This tournament was, once
again, a sold out event, which was thoroughly enjoyed by all. One hundred percent of the proceeds from this tournament go
directly to the school; this year’s tournament raised over $30,000! This tournament is a wonderful annual event that is open to
the entire Parish community and it is our hope to be able to continue the success of the tournament for many years to come.
The proceeds from our Golf Tournament enabled us to replace the ground covering on the playground and perform some
maintenance on the play structure itself. The ground covering was over 20 years old and was in need of major repair, which
turned into a complete replacement. This project benefits not only the school students, but also all the children of the parish!
Last year, we transitioned to a new math series, which is based on an incremental pedagogical approach that emphasizes
practice, review, and frequent cumulative assessments. Math strands are integrated throughout the year rather than simply
taught in isolated units or chapters. I attribute our high growth in math to the transition to this new math series last year, especially given our students were working a grade level ahead. Both our teachers and our students have risen to the challenge of
the new program!
St. Louise de Marillac School values its partnership with the parish. We recognize that we are the largest ministry of the
parish and we strive to meet particular needs of various ministries. Our students participate in annual food and clothing drives
and also volunteer in various outreach activities in the local community. Our expectation is for students to live by the words of
St. Louise de Marillac and “…serve with hearts filled with the pure love of God.”
On behalf of the faculty and staff, I would like to thank the parish community for their continued support of the school. I ask
for your continued prayers as we strive to advance to higher levels of learning in a faith-filled environment.

Peace and Blessings,
Denise Valadez, Ed.D.
Principal

● 283 Total enrollment
● 191 Families
● Spanish class added
● 3rd Grade classroom
was renovated.

Renovated playground blessing

● More than 10% of our parent population is alumni of the school
● School playground floor covering replaced and play structure renovated
● Highest growth in the Archdiocese on the STAR math assessment

School Board
A good school board is a must for a
Catholic school. St. Louise de Marillac
Catholic School is no exception to this
rule. For the 2015/2016 school year,
Dave Cunningham, president of the St.
Louise School Board, shared some of the
ideas and goals tackled this past year.
The school board has five sub
committees; Marketing, Finance, Alumni,
Policy and Procedures and the Parent
Club. Each has its own defined area of
responsibility. The Marketing Committee
is concerned with boosting enrollment.
They handle open houses, outreach to
the community and developing attractive
marketing materials to attract new
students.

source of support for the school. This
past year, the first Alumni Social was
held. Networking with past graduates
and building relationships will help the
school in outreach and development.
The Policy and Planning Committee is
responsible for developing and reviewing
the school’s strategic plan. And the
Parent Club is responsible for fundraising.
At each meeting, the subcommittees
report on their progress. Principal Dr.
Denise Valadez also reports on the daily
activities of the schools, enrollment, staff
development, test scores and curriculum.
Plus, she shares her vision for the school.

The Finance Committee oversees
budgeting and financial reporting.
Keeping the school running lean to
minimize tuition increases is a goal.
Increases are inevitable as costs continue
to rise, but this group functions as a
watchdog, with the goal of keeping costs
under control.

This past year, the board focused on
raising the test scores of the students on
the standardized STAR test. This will be
achieved by continuously improving
curriculum, and helping students with
test taking skills. Getting the playground
flooring redone this year was a major
improvement in safety, always of prime
concern to the school.

The Alumni Committee is developing a
database of Alumni. Alumni can be a rich

The school board also wants to take on
the prospect of getting children to

Auxiliary Income
$173,273 10%

Church Support
$10,000 1%

Fundraising &
Development
$225,016 13%

Books & Student
Expenses $178,312
10%
Utilities $53,111
3%

weekly mass. David Cunningham
wants to address this important issue,
“It’s hard,” he said, “The only way to
get kids more exposure to religion
and Catholic teaching is through what
they learn in the classrooms and, of
course, from the parents.” The
challenge is reaching out to the school
parents. Promoting Catholic teaching
and values is not just about the kids;
the adults need this, too.
Dave Cunningham- President; Mary
Truax- Vice President, Chair of Policy
&
Planning;
Elaine
RowlandSecretary; Bryon Pedevillano-Chair of
the School Finance Council; Donna
Hummer- Chair of Marketing; Sandra
Ingraham- Chair of Almuni &
Development; Jennifer MandzokPresident of Parent Club

Capital Costs
$61,179 4%

Operational Costs
$193,220 11%
Fees-Programs
$93,693 6%

School Receipts

Tuition $1,160,615
70%

Auxiliary Expenses
$27,127 2%

Salaries $968,826
56%
Benefits
$234,291 14%

School Disbursements

STATEMENT OF CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS
(Activity from Primary School Checking Account)
For the Twelve Months Ended June 30th - Fiscal Years (FY) Reported Below
Cash Basis
RECEIPTS
Tuition
Fees-Programs
Fundraising & Development
Auxiliary Income
Church Support 2

FY 2016
$
(Testing Fees, Late Fees, Service Hours)
(Carnival, Bingo, Scrip, Endowment, Etc.) 1
(Registration, Hot Lunch, Day Care, Yearbook, Student Activities)

Total Receipts

FY 2015

1,160,615
93,693

$

1,192,453
95,237

225,016
173,273

227,463
203,368

10,000

10,000

$

1,662,597

$

1,728,521

$

968,826
234,291
193,220
53,111
178,312
61,179
27,127

$

867,032
209,310
199,650
63,906
183,250
77,676
22,448

$

1,716,066

$

1,623,272

DISBURSEMENTS
Salaries
Benefits
Operational Costs
Utilities
Books & Student Expenses
Capital Costs
Auxiliary Expenses

(Health Insurance, Pension, Employer FICA)
(Building Supplies, Maintenance, Etc.)
(Water, Natural Gas, Electricity, Telephone)
(Books, Software, Food Services, Classroom Supplies, Etc.)
(Classroom Equip., Computers, Capital Improvements)
(Fundraising Expenses, Misc Reimbursements)

Total Disbursements
NET RECEIPTS (DISBURSEMENTS)

$

(53,469)

$

105,249

BALANCE IN CHECKING ACCOUNT ON JULY 1

$

261,068

$

155,819

Plus Withdrawals from Investment Accounts
Net Receipts (disbursements)
Less Transfers to Investment Accounts
BALANCE IN CHECKING ACCOUNT ON JUNE 30

0

0

(53,469)
0

105,249
0

$

207,599

$

261,068

BALANCE IN CONTINGENCY RESERVE FUND ON JULY 1
Contributions
Withdrawals
Net Investment Return
BALANCE IN CONTINGENCY RESERVE FUND ON JUNE 30

$

$

$

91,895
0
0
103
91,998

$

84,823
5,574
0
1,498
91,895

BALANCE IN TECHNOLOGY & TEXTBOOK RESERVE ACCOUNTS ON JULY 1

$

33,431

$

38,223

SCHOOL INVESTMENT ACCOUNT ACTIVITY

Contributions
Withdrawals
Net Investment Return

1
2

0

0

0
(44)

(5,574)
782

BALANCE IN TECHNOLOGY & TEXTBOOK RESERVE ACCOUNTS ON JUNE 30

$

33,387

$

33,431

BALANCE IN ENDOWMENT INVESTMENT ACCOUNTS ON JULY 1
Contributions
Withdrawals
Net Investment Return
BALANCE IN ENDOWMENT INVESTMENT ACCOUNTS ON JUNE 30

$

414,858
0
0
(550)

$

406,419
0
0
8,439

$

414,308

$

414,858

Parish gives the school all Bingo revenue and shares in the Carnival revenue.
Church support reflects cash subsidy only and does not reflect support of operational expenses.
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Campaign Update
Progress toward the first renovation project of the Living Our Faith campaign proved to be fleeting
throughout the past year. As the plans made their way through the required review with the City of
Covina, various delays caused frustration for parishioners and staff, as the long anticipated capital
improvements to the vestibule and restrooms of the church were time and again interrupted.
Gratefully, however, we have received project approval from our regional bishop, Bishop David
O’Connell, and a construction permit was pulled in November by the contractor. These two significant
milestones will pave the way for construction to begin shortly after the New Year!
A project blessing and celebration has been set for Sunday, January 8th, 2017 after the 12:30 pm
Mass. We hope you will join us for this momentous occasion, as we give gratitude to God and thanks
for those who have supported this campaign with their prayers, patience and pledges. A reception will
follow the blessing ceremony in Msgr. Pierce Hall. All are invited to join us!
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